(Ireland.) 




A 

BILL 

[AS amended by the COMMITTEE] 

To amend an A£t, made in the Forty-fecond Year of His 
prefent Majesty, for Regulating the Trial of Controverted 
Eledtions or Returns of Members to ferve in the United 
Parliament, for Ireland. 



Note. — ‘The Figures in the Margin denote the Number rf the Folios in the 
'Written Copy. 

N. B. fhe Claufes marked (A.) (B.) (C.) (D.) (E.) and (F.) -were added 
by the Committee. 



® ,® 3 ® Aa was made in the Forty-fecond Year of rteimUe: 

the Reiffil of Hi,<5 nrf=;^f^n^ Matttctv <4 a., ajO. r_- ^ 



azH 



the Reign of His prefent Majesty, intituled, “An Aa for 42G.0.111. 
“ regulating the Trial of Controverted Eleaions or Returns *'*• 

“ of Members to ferve in the United Parliament, for Ireland-" 
and it is ppedient that further Regulations Ihould be made for carryino- the 
faid Aft into execution ; ^ 



IBe it tfctefore Cnadea by the king’s Moft Excellent Majesty^ 
by and with the Advice and Conlent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and 
by the Authority of the fame. That from and after the palling of cierktoCom. 
this Aft, when any Perfon Ihall be appointed to be Clerk to any 
Commiffioncrs under the Ikid recited Afi, for the Purpofe of examinin'o- .,nto 
miy Matters or Things referred to them by any Seka Committee of th? Sto'fcom 
Houie of Commons, in Manner direaed by the laid recited Aa, fuch to take F.vi- 
Perfon fo appointed to be Clerk ihall be fworn by the Chairman of the folly;'"'*" 
faid Commiflioners, faithfully and truly to take' down in writing the 
,3 Evidence adduced before the laid Commiffioners, and from day to day, as 
Occafion may require, to tranfcribe, or caufe the fame to be tranfcribecl,’ for 
the ufe of the faid Commiffioners; and that in taking down the faid Evi- 
dence in writing; he will give the exaa Words in which fuch Evidence 
Ihall be delivered in as accurate a Manner as the fame can poffibly be done 
and will in all things condna himfelf, as fuch Clerk, without Favour, 

Affeaion, or Malice, according to the beft of his Skill and ludo-ment 

A ° And 
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wl^/h/ror further Euaaed, That no Perfon firall be chofeii or aijpoint e 

c TO aUwht to be a Commiffiotier under the faid recited Aa, for the Purp'ofe of examiiiino- 
b , a Commif- Mattcfs Or Phiiigs referred to Comnaitiioners by any Selea Committee of 
Ev'id»4"!STO “/ Commons, for the Trial of any Petition under the Provifwns of 

cicik w iach the faid recited Aa, or to be Clerk to fuch Commiffioners, who fliall have 
Commiffion- voted at the Eleaion in Queftion, or who lhall have or claim any Rivht or 
Title to vote for the County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, refpeaing 
which the Eleaion or Return complained of, or other fubjea matter of fuch 
Petition arofe or happened, without tlie Coiifent and Approbation in i 
writing of the Petitioners, and Sitting Members by and againft whom any ^ 
luch Petition lhail be preferred. 

Chuse(C.) 

5'dSS always, and be it hereby further. Enaaed, That if any Commif- 
frim attingas f onct ot Commifiioncrs, lefs than ail the laid Commiffioners, or any Clerk 
Commiffioners, lhall he appointed under the Provifions of this 
uniVa objeci- or the faid recited Aa, for the Purpofes of the faid recited Aa, who fliaii 
ope’Sg'of ‘he Eleaion in Queftiou, or have or claim any Right or Title 

Ih, Court. to vote for the County, City, Borough, Town or Place, refpeaing which 
the Eleaion or Return complained of, or other fubjea matter of luch Pe- 
tition aiole or happened, luch Commiffioner or Commiffioners, or Clerk, 
ffiall not be thereby or from any fuch Cauie or Caufes aforefaid, difabled 
from fitting and aaing as a Commiffioner or Commiffioners, or Clerk to fuch 
Commiffioners, under fuch Commiffion or Appointment, unlefs fuch Com- 
rnilfioner or Commiffioners lhall be objeaed to at the openino- of fuch 
Court, and previous to luch Commiffioner or Commiffioners, or Clerk, 
having taken the Oath preferibed to be taken by fuch Commiffioner or 
Commiffioners by the faid recited Aa. 

Cc-.ursE(D.) 

SeTmlyiir - and. be it further Enaaed, That in cafe any' Commif- 

filled up ill fioner fhall be difabled to fit by reafon of having voted at the. Election 

PiftbiUty!' f Queftion, or of having or claiming to liave any Right or Title to vote 

S’!" i- County, City, Borough, Town or Place, refpefting which the 
Eleaion or Return complained of, or other fubjea matter of fuch 
J. etition, arofe or happened, the Vacancy occafioned 'thereby lhall be filled 
up in the lame Manner as any Vacancy occafioned by the Death or con- 
tinued Illnels of a Commiffioner is direaed to be filled up by the faid 
recited Aa. 

Ci,.wse(E.) 

Sr"l°Uo' „ Enaaed, That ajl the Pnv-ifions and 

cxttnd to the Claules of the faid recited Aa, applicable to the.fittiiig of the Commiffioners, 
Comiiiiflion- m caie of any Vacancy or Deficiency' of their Number occafioned by 
'”ch veSe-*' ' lllnefs, <ltall be held to extend, and lhall extend to any 

des. •^acancy or Deficiency of Number occafioned by the Difabiiity of anv 

CommilHoner to fit or a<9: by reason of fuch Commiffioner having voted at 
the Eleftion in Queftion, or having or claiming to have any Rio-ht or 
Title to vote for the County, City, Borough, Town or Place, refpe6Hn'^ 
which the Eledlion or Return complained of, or other fubieifl matter o? 
fuch Petition arofe or happened. 

Clau.sf.(F.) 

Co”J5ffioTO" “J I'e it Enaaed, That in cafe all the Commiffioners 

ers Hull be fo appointed by any Seleft Committee, for the Purpofe of the faid recited A6f 
SSto *1^“ ‘li'abled by reafon of having voted, or having claimed any Right or 
appoi.icing iitlc^to vote for thcCounty, Citv, Borough, Town or Place, refi)e<5tino- which 

Iddjandthe Elcffion or Return complained of, or other fubje6t matter arofe or hap- 
feSedw ^uch fhall be and 

the Clerk of lamo IS hereby declared to be void, the Commiffioners named therein 
the Crow.: fhall notify fuch eircumftaiice to the Clerk of the Crown in Ireland, who- 

fhall 
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adli notify the fame 'to The ’Speaker of the Houfe of Commons of the ..rJ toTh^ 
•United Kingdom; and the Selefi: Committee who direaed fuch Com- K/of 
miffion to iffiie fiiall be iiimmoned to meet again, in like manner as commons, 
the fame would have been fummoaec! to have met to confider of any other 
■Return of the faid Commilfioners, and the laid Seleft Committee lhall 
'forthwith .proceed to appoint other Commiffioners in fuch manner as if 
they had not appointed inch former Commiflioners. 

And be it further Enadfed, That the Parties appearing before any 'Selefl L-its cfvntn 
•Committee of the Houfe of Commons, under the faid recited A'ct, and de- 
liveriug any Lifts of Votes, or of the Names of Voters, to which either of 
tbe laid Parties purpofe and intend to objefl, fliall in fuch Lifts fpeclfy and i 

particularize againft ever}- Vote, and againft the Name of every Voter con- 
tained in fuch Lift, the fpecific and particular ground or grounds of Ob- in Aipport of 
je£lion ui)on which fuch Party purpoles and intends to o'bjefl againft fuch Sce’iTprJ-’ 
Vote or Voter refpeclively ; and that no Evidence ftiall be adduced before '^>‘-7 
fuch Seleft Committee, or before any Comrailnoners to be appointed under frivolous'' 
the faid recited A^, againft the Validity of any Vote or Voter upon any 
ground of Objeflion to Inch Vote or Voter other than one of the grounds objccfiiigih:;!) 
lb Ijjecified and particularized; and that if any ground of Objeftion fhall 
be ftated againft any Vote or Voter, and no Evidence lhall be jiroduced 
before fuch Sclebi Comm.ittee, or before Inch Commiffioners, to fubftan- 
tiatO' the Objeftion againft Inch \Tteor Voters, upon fuch ground of Ob- 
ieffion ib ftated, and if the Seled Committee appointed for the- Trial of the 
4 Petition whereon fuch Proceeding lhall arife, lhall be of Opinion that fuch' 

Proceeding was frivolous and vexatious,, the faid Committee fliall report 
the fame to the Eloiife of Commons, together with their Opinion on the 
other Matters relating to the laid Petition; and the Party or Parties againft: 
the Votes or Voters for whom any ObjebHon or Objedions lhall be made, on 
which no Evidence lhall be produced, fhall, in fuch Cafe, be entitled to 
recover from the Partv or Parties by or on whole Behalf any fuch Objed-ion 
or Objedions was or were made, the full Cofts and Expences incurred by 
reafon of fuch frivolous and vexatious Objedion or Objebfions; which 
Cofts and Expences lhall be afeertained and recovered in the fame Manner 
and Form as are now provided by Law for the Recovery of Cofts and Ex- 
pences in Cafes of 'frivolous or vexatious Petitions, or frivolous or vexatious 
Oppofition to any Petition. 

And be it fur»-her Enaded, That when any Seled Committee of the sdeacym- 
Houfe of Commons fhall re-allemble to try and determine the Merits of afte/proceed- 
any Petition under the faid recited Ad, after any Proceecliivgs fhall have 
been had b-v or before any Commiffioners appointed under the faid recited Vrs in Ireland, 
Ad: for examining any Matters which fhall have been referred to them by • 

^ fuch Seled Committee, itffialland may be lawful for fuch Seled Com- produced bo- 
• mittee to fend for all or any fuch Books, Papers, and Records, or other .ecL"ui'on- 
written Documents, as were produced in Evidence before fuch Commif- 
fioners, in like Manner as fuch Seled Committee might have done if no tL^Cominif- 
flich Proceedings had been had by or before fuch Commiffioners, and with- 
oiit direding any Warrant to the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, and -into new 
without ordering or direding the faid Commiffioners to re-alfemble': Pro- 
vided always, that fuch Selecl Committee fhall, in ail other Refpeds, pro- 
ceed to try the Merits of fuch Petition, in manner direded by the laitl re- 
cited Ad, and fhall determine on all fuch Matters and Things as fhall have 
been tried and examined by the faid Commilfioners frorn the written 
Minutes of the Evidence and Proceedings before the faid Commiffioners, 
and from the Infpcdfion of fuch Books, Papers, Records, and Documents, 
fo far only as may relate to fuch Evidence and I-^roceediugs ; but fuch Sc- 
led Committee ffiall not call foi', ^r receive in Evidence, any Extrafts from 

43. A 2 fuch 
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ftich Books, Papers, Records, or Documents,' other than fuch as were re- 
ceived and produced before fuch Commiffioiiers, nor to anv Point or Matter 6 
not in IiTue before fuch Commiffioners. 



cicrktoCom- And be It further Enadted, That the Clerk to be appointed by any Com- 
be paidThree for the Purpofe of examining Matters and Things referred to 

for SelcCt Committee, under the faid recited A6t, ftrall from Time 

Ccpj« o/m?. to Time make or caufe to be made true Copies of the Minutes of ail Pro- 
•’Stoce? ccedings before fuch Commiffioners, and of all fuch Evidence us fhall be 
givcii or produced before them, and lhail give one fuch Copy to each of the 
Parties interehed, or his or their Agent, or to fuch of them as ffiall demand 
the fame, on being paid for each Sheet of the faid Co])y, conlffiing of 
Seventy-two Words, the Sum of Three Pence, and no more ; and that for 
Copies of the faid Minutes and Evidence, to be tranfmitted by fuch Clerk 
of the Commiffioners to the Clerk of the Crown in Ireland^ and to I’he 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, in manner directed by the faid recited 
A(ft, fuch Clerk fhall receive from the Lords Commiffioners of the Trea- 
I'ury in Dublin fuch Sum as the laid Commiffioners, whole Clerk he was, 
ffiall think fit, not exceeding in any Cafe the Sum of Three Pence for ^ 
every Sheet confifting of Seventy-two Words which fuch Copy ffiall con- 
tain, and no more; any thing in the faid recited A6t to the contrary not- 
withftandiiii^. 

Clav?e(A.) ^ 

Provided always, and be it further Ena6ted, That the Sum to be 
ceivedbythe received by any Clerk to any fuch Commiffioners for fuch Copies ffiall 
Commhnml’f any iiiftaiice, or under any rate of Calculation, exceed the Sum 

oii’rocSf'® of Fifty Pounds for each fuch Copy, containing as well the Minutes of 
ings,&c. all Proceedings as of all Evidence given or produced before fuch Com- 
miffioners, and delivered to either of the Parties interefted, or his Agent, 
or tranlmitted to the Clerk of the Crown in Ireland^ or to The Speaker of 
the Ploule of Commons refpedlively ; any thing in this Aft or in the 
faid recited A6l to the contrary notwithhanding-. 

CLAvsr-(K) ® 

further Enafted, That the Order for taking into Confideration 
ceivingRe- any Petition relative to the Trial of' any Controverted £le<5Hou or Return, 
enr^red'h^to P^ght of ElefHoii, in Ireland^ ffiall not be difeharged until the Expira- 
tions of Twenty-eightDays after fuch Petition ffiall have been prefented to the 

Houfe of Commons, by reafoii that the Recognizance required by an A6f, 
'made in the Twenty-eighth year of His prelent Majefty’s Reign, intituled, 

“ An A6l for the further Regulation of the Trials of Controverted Elec- • 

. “ tions orReturnsmf Members to ferve in Parliament,” was not received by. 
The Speaker under the Provifions of the faid recited A6f, any thing in the 
laid recited Aft to the contrary notwithflanding ; and in cafe fuch Recog- 
nizance ffiall not be received by The Speaker before the Expiration of the 
faid Twenty-eight Days,- he ffiall report the fame to the Houfe; where- 
upon the Houfe fiiall proceed in Inch Manner as they would have proceeded 
under the faid recited Aft, in cafe fuch Recognizance had not been re- 
ceived by The Speaker vdthin the fpace of Fourteen Days in the faid Aft 
mentioned: Provided always, that nothing herein contained ffiall extend, 
or be coiiftrued to extend, to alter or enlarge the Time for entering into fuch 
Recognizances under the Provifions of the faid recited Aft. 



mTrAa’ex/' further Enafted, That all the Claufes, Powers, Penalties, / 

tended to this and Provifions in the faid recited Aft mentioned and contained, and not 
hereby altered or repealed, ffiall be applied in Execution of this Aft as • 
fully and effeftually, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if the faid Claufes, 
Powers, Penalties, and Provifions, were exprefsly repeated and re-enafted 
in this Aft. 
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